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Data from my beginning of the year listening 
comprehension assessment suggested that the 
majority (66%) of my students were below 
proficiency in this crucial skill. Students in my 
school are expected to exit Kindergarten reading 
and comprehending on a C level as measured on 
the Fountas and Pinnell benchmark assessment. 

The scores indicated that although some of my 
students had a basic grasp on listening 
comprehension, none are as proficient as 
necessary to fully comprehend what they are 
hearing, and later reading. 

Focus of the plan: 
Reading Comprehension in Primary



Goals: During the 2019-20 school year, 100% of students will show growth by moving at least one 
performance level on the listening comprehension rubric and at least 85% of my students will meet level 3 
of the listening comprehension rubric. 

Process: In order to obtain baseline data for my students I, along with our school’s Instructional Coach, 
developed an assessment and rubric following Fountas and Pinnell’s benchmark assessment for reading 
comprehension to measure listening comprehension. I used the level D fiction book “Rosie and Fred” for the 
assessment.
My students were administered a pre-assessment to obtain baseline data.  I assessed and addressed 
growth throughout the year using a series of listening comprehension passages. One part of my 
assessment was conducted using an app where students listened to a passage and answered 
comprehension-based questions. These passages were read to the student via “BOOM” cards using our class 
IPAD. This app obtained through boomlearning.com measures the progress of each student as well as 
incorrect answers within each passage. I used this component along with weekly comprehension lessons and 
formative assessment data to develop lessons that addressed the misconceptions in the comprehension of 
my students.  My students also used a comprehension journal to illustrate story elements such as 
character, setting, problem/solution, retelling, and text-to-self connections. Each student used their journal 
following whole group shared reading lessons,  during independent listening center and during small group 
comprehension centers weekly throughout the school year. 



Prompts 0 1 2 3
Tell the things 
that happened in 
this book.
Is there anything 
else?

Could not recall 
any details 
from the 
story.

Could recall a 
few (1-2) details 
from the 
story.

Could recall 
most (3-4) 
details from the 
story.

Could recall 
almost all (5+) 
details from the 
story.

Talk about how 
Rosie feels when 
Fred took her 
blanket. How do 
you know?

Why was Fred 
looking for Rosie?

What did Rosie 
give Fred at the 
end of the story?

Student has no 
understanding 
or recall of 
the text.

Student 
answers 1-2 
questions with 
limited 
understanding.

Student 
answers most 
questions but 
doesn’t 
demonstrate a 
complete 
understanding of 
the story.

Student answers 
all questions with 
proficiency and 
shows a clear 
understanding of 
the story and the 
events within it.

What does the 
story remind you 
of?

How did it make 
you feel when you 
read the story?

Student has no 
clear 
connection to 
the story. 
Response is 
unrelated to 
story/charact
ers and events.

Student makes 
some type of 
abstract 
connection to 
the story. i.e. 
“the story 
made me 
sad/happy” but 
cannot explain 
why.

Student can 
discuss a 
connection to an 
event or 
character.

Student can recall 
and discuss how 
the book relates 
to an event or 
experience from 
their life. The 
connection is clear 
and concrete.

Key Understandings Prompts Score

Within the text

• Rosie is in bed asleep.

• Fred is looking for her because he is hungry.

• Rosie hides from Fred in her bed.

• Fred barks at her and Rosie tells him to go 

away.

• Fred takes her blanket from her and runs 

away.

• Rosie finds him and gives him food.

Tell the things that happened in this book. 

Is there anything else?

0       1       2       3          

Beyond and about the text

• Rosie is mad when Fred takes her blanket. She 

shouts at him to come back.

• Fred was hungry, so he was looking for Rosie.

• Rosie gave him dog food when she got her 

blanket back.

Talk about how Rosie feels when Fred 

took her blanket. How do you know?

Why was Fred looking for Rosie?

What did Rosie give Fred at the end of the 

story?

0        1        2       3

Text to self connection

• Connection to characters

• Connection to events/experience/problem

• Connection to emotions

What does the story remind you of?

How did it make you feel when you read 

the story?

0        1       2       3

Comprehension Assessment and Rubric

“Rosie and Fred” level D fiction 



Students used BOOM cards 
and the IPAD to practice 
comprehension strategies 

independently. Reports 
from this were evaluated 

weekly.

Students used 
comprehension journals to 
illustrate and caption story 
elements after whole and 
small group instruction.

Student work samples 
from the comprehension 

journals were used to guide 
instruction and address 

misconceptions.

• Characters
• Setting
• Making Inferences
• Making Predictions
• Visualizing
• Synthesizing 

• Questioning
• Text-to-Self
• Problem/Solution
• Compare/Contrast
• Main idea
• Retelling

The following slides 
provide a small sample 

of student 
comprehension journal 

entries.

Comprehension Strategies covered 
include:



Making Predictions about 
the text



Identifying the Problem



Problem and Solution



Text-to-Self Connections



Making Connections to the Story



Creating a New Ending



Character Changes in the Story



Comparing Characters’ Feelings



Compare and Contrast



Retelling-Main Idea



Successes, Challenges and Improvements

Successes
• Students were engaged when 

using the journals to illustrate 
the comprehension concepts and 
strategies. 

• BOOM card reports made it easy
and efficient to track student 
progress in identifying 
comprehension and story 
elements.

• 86% of students could
accurately identify character, 
setting, problem and solution in a 
story as of February 2020.

Challenges
• Technology limitations, i.e. 

poor internet connections 
when using IPADS during the 
BOOM card center caused 
frustration and may have 
altered success.

• I provided labels to denote 
comprehension strategy for 
journals (student glued them 
in), however many came off 
and were discarded during the 
course of the school year.

• Students could not complete 
the post-assessment due to 
the closing of school.

Improvements
• Next year I will use better

labels indicating which
comprehension strategy is 
being studied.

• Students will be provided with
a Chromebook to complete
BOOM card comprehension
activities.

• This year students kept their
journals in their cubbies which
caused undue deterioration of 
the pages. Next year I will have 
a designated area to keep the 
journals.



Helpful Resources and People

https://wow.boomlearning.com/

The Paisley Owl Comprehension BOOM cards

Melissa Marple-RTA Intervention teacher

Bridget Hardin-RTA team member

Casey Lily-RTA team member

Samantha Grubb-RTA team member

Cari Hamlin-curriculum coach

https://wow.boomlearning.com/
https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/authorId/nMnJQfYHL4MBSETW3/?collection=Decks&grades%5b%5d=13&subjectSearch%5b%5d=ela&sort=publishDate&order=-1

