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About Me
Hello! My name is Emma Duncan! I teacher 6th grade ELA at Richardsville 
Elementary School. I have taught here for almost four years now and spent all 
four in 6th grade.

This is my second year teaching reading and I was looking for a way to have a 
comprehensive approach where all students are getting the materials that 
they need in order to be successful and show growth!

Due to the Covid-19 break, my data will be from the Fall to Winter screeners. 

My email: emma.duncan@warren.kyschools.us



Core Instruction
Over the past school year I have been implementing EL Education’s ELA 
Curriculum. This is a free curriculum that is available for download or 
purchase from the EL Education website. The instruction focuses on studying 
an engaging text and working through each standard in a very rigorous way. 

The curriculum includes the following:

● Engaging Text
● Lesson Plans
● Responses to ELL and Resource Students
● Assessments
● Writing Units 

https://curriculum.eleducation.org/?_ga=2.97074399.1553876778.1584811844-955646344.1571412392


Response to Intervention
With our core instruction being on grade-level and rigorous it was now time to 
turn our attention to my RTI time with my students. Over the course of the 
year I worked on implementing different programs to help students grow 
overall. 

The programs I used were:

● Phonics Screeners
● Words Their Way
● Sight Word Games
● Readwork Comprehension Passages



Phonics Screeners
As an entire school we screened each of our T3 and T2 students using the 
Heggerty Phonics Screeners.

This screener allowed us to see what skills these students were lacking in their 
phonemic awareness. As a 6th grade teacher I used the 2nd grade and above 
screener. While this was tedious, it allowed me to know where my students 
struggled the most. 

Once I got the results of the screener, I would pull games from Florida Center 
for Research in the area that the students needed in order for them to 
practice their phonemic awareness skills. 

https://www.heggerty.org/download-assessments-and-resources#assessments


Words Their Way
As a grade level I assessed all my students using Words Their Way assessment 
list. Because I teach 6th grade, I used the Upper level Spelling Inventory first. 
When students did not reach the correct amount I moved them to the 
Elementary Spelling Inventory. This data gave me the spelling patterns that 
students needed to work on, or were struggling on. 

After using the Words Their Way this is what I ended up using with my three 
T3 that I worked with during my RTI time. They each had a notebook to put 
their Word Sorts in and we would work through each word pattern.

This was not something that I believe students could work on without meeting 
with a teacher each day due to the question, and conversations that would 
come up when working with the words. 

https://mypearsontraining.com/assets/files/documents/WTW6e_Inventories_1507909154.pdf


Sight Word Games
Even though my students were in 6th grade there were still some sight words 
that they were unsure of. I used a sight word game website to create sight 
word games that they could play independent of my teaching. 

The game that my students loved the most was the game Boom. This was a 
game that I printed straight from the website using the sight word list of your 
choice. 

Boom had the students reading the words aloud and if they did not read them 
correctly then they had to put the card back. It was also about speed reading 
them so they learned to recognize them quickly. If they were to get a BOOM 
card then they had to put them back. This type of game was fun and exciting 
for 6th graders and they begged to play it!

https://sightwords.com/


Readworks Texts/Article of the Day
Readwork texts were something I had always heard about but never used 
until this year. I had always relied on Newsela but struggled to find passages 
that I felt were appropriate or had the right message for my students. Once I 
moved to Readworks I knew that I had found what I was looking for.

One of the most used part of Readworks I used was the Article of the Day. This 
was a pack of articles that the students would read for 10 minutes each day 
and write down two new things they learned from this article. These were high 
interest article and involved choice because students were given 10 articles to 
choose from for 5 days. 

https://www.readworks.org/


What does the data say?
● For our students with IEPs

○ Students with IEPs saw growth in scale score (STAR test) between the Fall and Winter 
Screeners by +30 to +100 for some students.

○ Increase in class participation by answer questions, and wanting to read texts that are 
above their IRL level by STAR.

● For students who started the year in Tier 3:
○ Increase in scale score between Fall and Winter
○ Moved 6 of the students out of Tier 3 after the Winter screener to the Tier 2 level.
○ Maintained high scale scores on Progress Monitoring throughout the year. 

● For students who were at grade level:
○ Continued to see growth
○ Some who were not continuing to grow were put into Tier 2 in order to maintain 

monitoring on their growth. 



Major Steps in my plan
1. Find a rigours CORE program that allows students to be working at the 

6th grade standards in order to improve their knowledge. 
2. Work on the RTI process to fill in the gaps of students

a. Try different methods in order to see what is the best fit for students. 
b. Use research-based programs in order to see what works best for 6th graders who are 

below grade level

3. Review data in order to see what works the best.



Challenges in this plan
● Access to materials: Due the fact that we were starting a new program it took some time for 

the materials to come in. This left some lag time at the beginning of year that we lost some 
rigorous instruction time. There were also times when we needed to borrow some materials 
from other schools which also took some lag time. 

● Time to plan: Using a new core instruction, and trying to make a new RTI plan did not allow for 
a lot of balance when it came to planning time. If I was to do this again, I would focus on one 
area instead of both at the same time. 

● Serving 70 students: Having to serve 70 students during this time was also a challenge 
because it did not make the RTI process as independent as it could have been if there were 
smaller amount of students. 

● Securing CORE and RTI Time: Being in a school with lots of extra-curricular activities it was 
very hard to make sure that CORE and RTI time were secure. There were moments when we 
had to pull student to go somewhere else, or we had interruptions. Trying to lessen something 
not in your circle of control was difficult. 



Next Steps
For the next school year I will…

● Continue to use EL Education for my Core Program. Trying to get better 
merging my craft into the program. 

● Continue to use Words their Way as a program for 6th grade RTI as well 
as games from the Florida Center for Research.

● Keep looking for new approached to create a comprehensive literacy 
approach inside the middle grades classroom.


