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 Focus of your plan 
➔ Other 

● Activating & applying student scheme 
● Developing background knowledge  
● Incorporating cross-curricular vocabulary 

 
Interdisciplinary Literacy Practices  

● Recognize that text is anything that communicates a message. 
● Employ, develop and refine schema to understand and create text. 
● Engage in specialized, discipline-specific literacy practices. 
● Use digital sources to learn and share with others.  
● Apply high-level cognitive processes to think deeply and critically about text. 

 
Grade Level Audience:  High School 

  
Major steps of the plan 

1. Demonstrating that students can use their schema to create meaning by using 
the “What’s going on Here” as daily bell ringers.  

2. Demonstrating that students have different schemas by completing the “What is 
Pizza” activity. 

3. Demonstrating why background knowledge is important in understanding text 
by watching a clip from Frozen.  

4. Students “read” and select a book that they enjoy.  
5. Completing “Finding Meaning” and  “Missing Background Knowledge” graphic 

organizers.  
6. Researching additional background their readers will need.  
7. Cross-curricular vocabulary activity to determine specific vocabulary to use in 

their story. 
8. Workdays: Writing, revising, editing their stories along with teacher conferences. 
9. Creating Flip Grid telling of their stories and uploading to Padlet.  

 
 Major Successes 
I was unable to complete my project, I did start incorporating aspects to prepare 
students. Students enjoyed the “What’s Going on Here” bell ringer activities. When I 
explained the next unit (scheduled to start March 23rd, 2020), students seemed 
intrigued and fairly excited. 
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Any challenges you faced when implementing your plan 
Having enough physical texts for my students. My larger class was going to have to 
work in partners or groups of three. Although not a challenge, it was time-consuming 
to create the graphic organizers because I could not find anything that seemed to fit 
quite right. It was also a challenge to find where to fit this into my curriculum map. 
This unit lends itself well to the start of the year, however, I was on maternity leave. 
 
Ideas for next year 

● Incorporate this unit at the beginning of the year when 
teaching/reteaching/reviewing the reading/thinking strategies.  

● Scaffold by starting with single pictures before giving them a book.  
● Have student create their own wordless picture books about themselves and 

present to a small group. This will help students understand the advantages of 
having background knowledge. 

● Gather vocabulary list from other contents that students had the year before 
and/or as to date of the current school year.  

● Gather more wordless picture books to use.  
 
Resources you found most helpful 
“What’s Going on Here” New York Times: 
https://www.nytimes.com/column/learning-whats-going-on-in-this-picture 
 
Texts to be used 

● Unspoken: A Story From the Underground Railroad by Henery Cole 
● Sidewalk Flowers by JonArno, Sydney Smith 
● Boat of Dreams by Rogerio Coelho 
● Bluebird by Bob Staake 
● Float by Daniel Miyares 
● Mirror by Jeannie Baker 
● The Arrival by Shaun Tan 
● That Neighbor Kid by Daniel Miyares 
● The Whale by Vita Murrow, Ethan Murrow 
● Return  by Aaron Becker 
● Rainstorm by Barbra Lehman 
● The Flower Man by Mark Ludy 
● The Mysteries of Harris Burdick by Chris Van Allsburg 
● The Fisherman & the Whale by Jessica Lanan  
● Flotsam by David Wiesner  
● A Boy and a House by Maja Kastelic  
● Pool by Jihyein Lee  
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