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Reading and writing across the 

curriculum for high school students

Students use literacy strategies to research, 
community map, plan, propose, fund, 
implement, and analyze service learning 
campaigns related to ecological concerns in 
their neighborhood or school. Authentic, 
community-impacting projects that require 
students to develop their reading, writing, and 
communication skills to achieve their goals 
related to issues they personally identify. 

Focus of the 
Plan



Step One - Understand Your Ability to Serve

Students used Myers-Briggs, Enneagram, and VIA character trait diagnostic tools 
and analyzed their results to reflect on their own personalities, strengths, and 
preferences when serving, leading, and working in teams.   

Wrote a letter to an employer or nonprofit organization introducing themselves and 
discussing the qualities that make them a valuable asset to a service team in that 
field or industry based on the results of their diagnostics.  Each student included 
anecdotes as examples of moments in which these traits have been maximized in 
their lives to provide service to others. 





Step Two - Understand What Makes it Service 
Learning

Students explored Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots Platform, then compared that 
with WEServe.org and Kentucky Green & Healthy Schools  (KGHS) models to 
create a robust definition of service learning based on what they found.

In teams, students created poster charts to address misconceptions related to 
service learning, then gallery walked through the room with post-it notes to provide 
evidence from the three platforms they had explored (Roots&Shoots, WEServe, 
and KGHS) of how service learning can be set apart from other types of good 
work, community service, or volunteering. 



An Additional Literacy Anchor
Each student was tasked with reading the 
novel “The RiverKeepers” this year as a 
means of anchoring their work and their 
learning to the notion of public service and 
impacting global good.  Following each 
chapter, they submitted a Readers Response 
online as evidence of their study and the 
connections they have made to their 
experiences with the service learning 
campaigns.  This was self-paced and could 
be completed during any slow points or 
downtime during their own campaign work. 



Step Three - Use a Sample Campaign to Jumpoff

Student teams used the Product Disposal Campaign from Roots&Shoots to work 
through the design process of creating and implementing service learning goals.

● Built Knowledge & Compassion - researched the raw materials utilized in creation 
of a product of their choice (cell phones, shoes, makeup), the areas of the world 
where the materials are harvested or produced, the people groups affected by the 
production, the carbon footprint of the production, and their landfill “life” once 
disposed. 

● Took Action - created an awareness campaign with brochures and commercials 
to spread the message of optimum choices that could be made when purchasing 
the product initially and proper disposal of product when finished to positively 
impact global consumption of goods. 

● Shared & Celebrated - published their work and shared with the community



Step Four - Map Your Community

Students worked in teams and utilized surveys, statistics, tours, and field studies to 
create maps of Erlanger-Elsmere and Northern KY at large, then their own school 
district and school building, nitially using posters and markers, then using online 
tools.  Each map highlighted assets and potential community partners who may 
assist with future projects and campaigns.   They also identified areas of need 
within their community through various categories based on their observations and 
findings. 

Teams shared maps online and provided commentary and feedback regarding 
overlap of maps, common resources, and common areas of concern by writing to 
each other on the googleclassroom stream.  



Step Five - Create a Service Learning Campaign 
and Form a Team 

Students chose teams based on the previous five steps and the service learning 
campaign they would like to launch based on their community mapping.  

Teams worked to investigate the root causes of the issue surrounding their 
service learning campaign and brainstorm potential solutions.

Students documented their work in evidence journals and with photographs, 
which they shared for feedback with the advising teacher and administrator.



Step Six - Create an Action Plan

Student teams created goals, timelines, and evaluative tools for measuring their 
learning and success of their campaigns.  These were shared with the advising 
teacher and administration and check-ins were conducted every three days to 
monitor progress and continue gathering support.



Step Seven - Take Action

Student teams put their plans into action by contacting community members, 
continuing to do research, fundraising, procuring resources, creating awareness 
materials, and doing the work.  

Individual daily reflections were completed and submitted for feedback from the 
advising teacher.

Weekly Progress Checks were written by the team together to assess their 
movement toward the learning campaign goals

Monthly check-in presentations were conducted for the administrator overseeing



Step Eight - Share & Celebrate

Students submitted individual reports following the completion of their campaigns

Campaigns were highlighted with powerpoint presentations which student teams 
shared with their classmates

Final reports and documentation were submitted to KY WESchools and to KGHS 

Summaries of the work were created and pictures were sent to be published in the 
district newsletter and community paper.

A special evening was planned for mid-April to showcase the service learning that 
was completed by students and to thank the community partners who participated.  



Service Learning Campaigns - 2019/2020

● Reducing Environmental Impact of Litter and Runoff at PeeWee Football 
Field

● Flood Control and StormWater Management with DrainMarking
● Campus Beautification & School Spirit Promotion
● Pollinator Garden Installation with Art Mural
● Outdoor Learning Space with Seat Construction
● Installation of Disc Golf and Promotion of Wellness within Community



Service Learning Campaigns - 2019/2020

● Christmas Gift Drive and Santa Presentation
● Preschool Reading Interventions and Supports through Tutoring 
● Recommendations for Playground Installation at Local Park
● Reforesting of Trees and Runoff Control on Campuses
● Promoting Mental Wellness & Happiness Among Students Lesson Creation 

for House Teachers at the High School
● CyberBullying Advocacy, Awareness, and Prevention with Middle Schoolers
● Immunization Information Booth at Kindergarten Registration Events



Service Learning Campaigns - 2019/2020

● Blue Jeans Go Green Campaign and Drive for Recycled Insulation
● Fundraising for No-Kill Animal Shelters & Upcycling of Materials for Pet Toys
● Proper Shelving, Labeling, & Disposal of Materials in Chemistry Lab Storage Area
● Mental Health Awareness, Suicide Prevention, and Positive Messages in School 

Bathrooms
● Anti-Idling Campaign in Parking Lots of All Schools in District
● Promoting Healthy Choices Presentation & Posters in Elementary Schools
● Mask Creation for COVID Efforts





Successes & Challenges

What Went Well?

Students reflected a lot and really 
personalized their learning - through writing! 

Students were successful in making an impact 
on their school and community almost 
immediately

Student engagement was authentic and 
long-sustaining 

Service Learning Campaigns can continue 
anywhere at any time - they don’t have to be 
finished

What Was Tough? 

Students are older and as the year moved 
forward, often found themselves out of the 
team communication because of co-op, 
college visits, testing, field trips, etc.

Students were excited to get started on the 
work but didn’t always want to go back and do 
the research to support their decisions

Students were afraid to talk to adults on the 
phone - especially to ask for resources or help!



Ideas for Next Year

This class was AWESOME!  I will most definitely offer it again.  I have students 
already generating ideas for new campaigns next year or ways they can continue 
the ones they have begun this year.  Their passion is contagious! 

I need another nonfiction book to have them read as an anchor.  “The 
RiverKeepers” was alright but they were NOT engaged with it.  Suggestions for a 
great text that relates environmental issues with service learning? 



Helpful Resources

Kentucky Green and Healthy Schools https://greenschools.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx

WESchools  https://www.we.org/en-US/

Jane Goodall’s Roots & Shoots https://www.janegoodall.org/our-work/our-approach/roots-shoots/

https://greenschools.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.we.org/en-US/
https://www.janegoodall.org/our-work/our-approach/roots-shoots/


Thank you for your time in looking at this!

Have an idea or want to partner to do a service learning 
campaign with our kids in the future? 

Contact me!


