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The Focus of my Plan 
The focus of my plan, and the focus of my entire school this year, was how to get our 
families who speak other languages in our building and engaged with their children’s 

learning. Therefore, I decided that instead of doing a regular family literacy night I would 
focus on both literacy and diversity.  

In order to make this night a success I needed a lot of help! I was able to collaborate 
with my school’s Reading Interventionist, some of the ESL teachers, the Family 

Resource Coordinator, the Librarian, and the Spanish and Swihili translators for our 
school district. Our goal was to create a fun and educational family literacy night that all 

of our families could enjoy.  
 

Major Steps of my Plan 
 

Brochure/Handout: 
 
We knew we needed something to give 
to parents that they could take home that 
would help them get their children 
reading at home and would get them 
reading WITH their children. For this, I 
created a brochure that would be passed 
out to families during one of the sessions. 
I sent the English version of the brochure 
to our district translators and they created 
one in Spanish and in Swhili for me to 
use. I added images of what the English 
version of the brochure looked like at the 
end of this handout.  

Event Schedule: 
 
We came up with a rotation 
schedule. We did 3 
rotations that were 15 
minutes each. There were 
6 different options for 
parents to choose from. 
Even though we only 
offered 3 scheduled 
sessions, many families left 
sessions early so they 
could have time to visit 
more and we were fine with 
that. It ended up working 
out.  

Passports: 
 
When parents arrived at school 
we had them sign in and we 
gave them a passport. The 
passport was printed on colored 
paper and it listed times and 
locations for each choice. They 
were responsible for getting a 
teacher/volunteer to initial each 
session they visited in order to 
be eligible for a door prize 
drawing at the end of the night. 
This helped us to make sure 
families were actually 
participating in sessions 
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Family Literacy and Diversity Night Sessions: I will add that our district translators traveled 

with our Spanish and Swhili speaking families and helped translate the sessions for them.  
 

1. Educational Resources  
 

For this session we wanted an intermediate and 
primary teacher to host. I took the primary (I 
teach 1st) and I had a 5th grade teacher also 
volunteer to present. We went over some of the 
information in the brochure and demonstrated 
how to use some of the online resources.  

2. Read Alouds 
 
We had our district translators and other volunteers 
read books in their native languages. This gave us 
a chance to expose some of our students to 
languages they have never heard, but most 
importantly it gave students a chance to hear 
stories told in their native language. This is 
something we have realized they are not getting 
enough of.  

3. Warren County Public Library 
 
Our public library volunteered to host a session. 
They offered to help families get signed up for 
library cards, talked about all of the resources the 
library offers, and had a little activity for the 
children to do. 

4. WKU Adult Literacy Clinic 
 
This is something that was set up by our Family 
Resource Coordinator.  She had them come and 
talk to parents about what they offered.  

5. Read with your Child 
 
This was kind of an overflow room that we 
offered. Some of the teachers in our building let 
us use their books for families to read together. 
We incorporated a variety of genres and levels.  

6. Book Fair 
 
We scheduled our Literacy Night around the school 
book fair to give parents a chance to shop with 
their children. The school Librarian and some 
teacher volunteers ran this session.  

 
 

Other Important Information: 
 

- I printed out the application for Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library and let parents fill 
those out for their children who were under 5. We collected those and mail them for 
parents.  

- Food! We knew in order to draw a big crowd we had to feed them. Our Family 
Resource Coordinator used some of her funds to order Pizza for the event.  

- Free Books! I went to a used book store here in Bowling Green called Half Price 
Books. They allow teachers to get a free box of books. I gave these free books away 
to students throughout the night.  

- Door Prizes! We got a $25 dollar gift card to Barnes & Noble as one prize. We also did 
a new Dr. Seuss book, and some popular chapter books and we let winners choose. 

 


