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Focus  

Parents and guardians are interested in their child’s education; however, the area of concern 
remains the same.  They simply do not know where and how to begin.  As a result, my focus was to 
establish a way to coincide learning with Guided Reading in the Kindergarten classroom with what can 
take place in the home setting. 

   Audience 

 The audience or individuals that I worked with were kindergarten students (primary), their 
parents, and my colleagues to develop an engaging opportunity for both students and their families. 

 

 How It All Began 

Kindergarten students engaged in SRA Reading Mastery each morning of our school day for 1 
hour.  Students learned specific letter sounds that were transformed into words for blending, and later into 
complete short sentences that expanded into longer ones to assist with advancing reading skills.  Students 
were given reading books to assist with their reading skills that corresponded with their daily lessons. 

This information was taken to assist in the initial development of our Guided Reading Groups 
along with a Developmental Word Knowledge Inventory/Comprehension Assessment.  Based on student 
progress and needs Guided Reading groups were established.  Students partook in Guided Reading 



rotations daily for 45 minute rotations.  During these rotations students took part in working with their 
names, letters/sounds/, shared reading with books, and interactive writing. 

 

Guided Reading Groups  

                                                Rotation 1: Working with Names 

Students were given names puzzles these were of their names written on sentence strips.  Students 
began with their complete name.  The puzzles were then cut into half pieces.  Students were then asked to 
use the front of their envelopes to put the puzzle back together, and again without looking at the front of 
the envelope.  Additional letters where cut off until the student could no longer put the puzzle in order 
from memory.  Students also received magnetic bag letters.  They were to sequentially place their name in 
order from left to right.  Prompting Questions: What letter is this? How many c’s or e’s are in your name? 
Can you say the letters in your name?  

      Rotation 2: Working With Letters/Sounds 

Students matched letters to their alphabet chart at random, and were asked to find letters that 
made a specific sound.  Students were asked to name letters from left to right.  Students were asked to 
clap syllables in words and identify the number of syllables.  Students were given two words and were 
asked to determine if the words rhymed.  If they did rhyme, they were asked what the sound was that they 
heard in each word. 

 

                                Rotation 3: Working With Books 

 Students looked through the book and discussed the pictures in the book.  The pictures in the 
book were centered around butterflies flying around outside and what was being seen on the journey.  The 
students read the book with their group leader.  The sentences were short and one to each page, ie: The 
butterfly saw a bird.  Students were asked to find the first/last word of the sentence, first/last letter in the 
words, punctuation, and a single word. 

     Rotation 4: Interactive Writing 

 Students assisted in writing a group message.  The sentence was simple with four words.  “I saw 
the butterfly.” Students repeated the sentence while each word had a line drawn underneath.  Students 
assisted in writing the dominant sounds such as b-butterfly.  Students wrote the sentence in their writing 
journal, and while doing so, students engaged in practice of correct letter formations. Students were asked 
to read the sentence to themselves and follow along with each word. 

 



 

 

 Family Literacy Night 

Park City Elementary has two Kindergarten classrooms that each has a teacher and assistant.  
There are a total of 56 students amongst the two classrooms.  In preparation for the night, the date of 
January 6th at 5:30 P.M. was established offering the evening to all Kindergarten students and their 
families.  Families were asked to RSVP for the evening for meal preparations and activity materials.  A 
meal was provided of pizza, cookies, and drinks.  Students and their families engaged in a 4 station 
rotation of Guided Reading Activities.  Then, families took home activities from the night for further 
involvement and exploration, and students created and decorated a bookmark to take home with their free 
leveled reading book. 

    Successes and Challenges 

In reflecting on the evening, there were 66 participants that RSVP for the evening.  However, 11 
participants were actually in attendance.  The evening was scheduled for our first day back from break 
and the weather was not favorable.  Ultimately, I do believe this had factoring in participation of the 
evening.  However, the families in attendance were able to engage and learn more about Guided Reading 
and how the activities have played a vital role in their child’s learning and established reading levels.  
Families were also able to see how vital participation is, our goal to constantly move students based on 
their varied reading levels, and ultimately, how they can engage in these activities in the home setting.  
Families were also able to gain an understanding that it is no longer a question of “how” can I participate 
in my child’s education, but “I am an active participant in my child’s education!”    

    Ideas for Next Year 

I plan to work with my colleagues two more Family Literacy nights for our kindergarten families.  
One will be in the Fall and the other in the Spring.  I plan to continue serving a meal, providing parents 
the opportunity to engage in Guided Reading stations, and this time I would like to have a guest speaker 
from the library come and sign families up for library cards.  I think that this would be a great opportunity 
to bring more books into the home. 

Resources 

 I mostly used the book that was provided to us The Next Step Forward In Guided Reading by 
Jan Richardson.  The book provided lots of information and the opportunity to see the tacts being used.  
In my case, this was so important. I needed to see how to get the students engage and how the stations 
were suppose to ran.  Although, I did have to make adaptations for student needs and time. 

  


