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The Guided Reading Lesson  

Sight Word Review 

At the beginning of each guided reading lesson, I dictate 3 previously  

learned sight words to students.  Students write them on a dry erase  

board, with an alphabet chart to use for letter formation support.  I  

use a sight word checklist to check off the words the students can  

write independently.  I use a different word list for each reading  

level. 

 

Book Introduction 

I introduce our new book by telling the students one or two sentences about the main idea.  

Then I invite my students to come on a picture walk with me.  As we look through the book, we 

talk about the things we see on each page.  Students are encouraged to answer my prompts in 

complete sentences.  We look for unfamiliar words in the text and discuss those.   

 

Read with Prompting 

After we have introduced the book and discussed it as a group, students will read their copy of 

the book independently.  While students are reading, I am listening in on each of them, praising 

their efforts, and prompting students to problem-solve.  For example: While I am listening to 

Joe read, he may skip over a word.  I would simply say, “Point to each word.”  I also do a running 

  

Focus: 

My focus is to create first grade readers that enjoy reading books from different genres.  I 

also want to focus on phonemic awareness, phonics, and other word recognition strategies 

that students can use to become independent readers and learners. 

 

  



record once a week on each student during this time. 

 

Discussion Prompt 

After students have read their book independently, we discuss the book.  I ask questions and 

students recall what they have read.  One of the prompts always supports the comprehension 

focus for the book.  After the book discussion, I choose a teaching point to focus on.   

For example: When reading with students, I noticed that students were saying crocodile 

instead of alligator.  My teaching point would be cross-checking letters and sounds.  “The first 

letter in this word is a.  Does the word /c/ crocodile start with a?” 

 

Teach One Sight Word 

To teach a new sight word, I hold my dry erase board in front of me  

and write the new word while students watch.  Students are watching 

me move from left to right and they are seeing me construct a new  

word.  As I write each letter, we spell the word out loud and say the word  

together.  We then play a quick sight word game called “Mix and Fix”. Each 

student gets a baggie containing the letters for the new sight word.  We put 

the letters in the correct order together, saying each letter and the word.   

Then we mix the letters up and the students have to put them back in the  

correct order to make the word again. 

 

Word Study 

At the beginning of the year, when students are still struggling with letter 

sounds, I do a picture sort during this time.  I choose two letters that the  

students struggle with and we simply sort pictures based on their beginning  

sound.  As students progress and know their sounds, then we really focus on  

putting those sounds together to make words.  I love to use the sound boxes!   

This is the first year I have ever tried these and they make a huge difference!   

I say a word slowly, model pushing the letters into each box as I make each  

sound, and then read the word.  I model, the student and I do it together, and  

then the student does it independently.  As the year progresses, we move on to  

writing the sounds in the boxes as we hear them.  This activity is my favorite! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Successes 

At the beginning of the year, 26% of my class was reading at or above grade level.  Currently, 

70% of my students are reading at or above grade level.  Even though some students are still 

below grade level, they have made tremendous growth of 3 or more guided reading levels. 

 

Challenges 

The biggest challenge I faced when implementing my plan was getting all of my students 

assessed and grouped.  I have 27 first graders this year.  It took a lot of time to assess all 

students.  It took even more time grouping them and figuring out how to make literacy rotations 

work with that many students.  I finally figured it out after lots of planning and it has proved to 

be successful. 

 

Another challenge I faced when implementing this plan was students being in and out of the 

room for several different reasons.  Scheduling was a huge issue this year since our class 

numbers were so large.  Speech class, resource class, gifted class, and mentors visiting were 

just a few reasons why it was difficult to meet with some students on a regular basis. 

 

Next Steps 

This year, I focused more on using the Jan Richardson model of Guided Reading on my 

struggling readers.  Next year, I want to use this Guided Reading model to help enrich learning 

for my on-level and above-level students.   

 

Resources 

There were several resources that made this Literacy Action Plan successful.  First of all, our 

RTA teacher is very knowledgeable about the different reading levels and how to implement 

them in my groups.  The Next Steps in Guided Reading book by Jan Richardson was another 

fantastic resource.  Not only did it give me great ideas and activities I could use in my groups, 

but it also gave me a great lesson plan to follow.  The lesson plan made the planning and the 

lesson a lot easier to manage and taught me how to manage my time better for each lesson.  

 


