
Improving Comprehension in Nonfiction 
Megan Blackaby 

Augusta Elementary 
megan.blackaby@augusta.kyschools.us 

 
 

Focus: Comprehension 
Grade Level: Primary (could also work for Intermediate) 
 
Major Steps of the Plan: 
My overall goal was to increase nonfiction comprehension with our 
diagnostic test (iReady) throughout the school year.  I chose this area 
because it was the area that my class overall tested the lowest in last 
school year.  I looped up with my class from last year and it would be a 
good way to really track their progress. 
 
I collaborated with my RTA teacher and we each took turns using 
Scholastic News magazine and the resources that come with the 
subscription. Our focus was to expose the students to more text features to 
help guide comprehension. 
 
I also found a resource that showed videos of astronauts reading from 
space. I thought this would get my students attention and it was another 
way to have a read aloud with nonfiction texts.  I used the sites; 
storytimefromspace.com and spacestationexplorers.com to show the 
videos of astronauts reading aloud from space. I used these sites as read 
alouds in my classroom and also with my Primary Talent Pool students to 
help guide the start of their research on a planet. 
 
Successes/Challenges 
At the beginning of the year, there were only two students out of 17 who 
tested on/above grade level in nonfiction comprehension.  During our 
winter diagnostic this increased to seven that were on/above grade level.  I 
think having the RTA teacher work with small groups in addition to myself 

mailto:megan.blackaby@augusta.kyschools.us


attributed to this success!  I truly believe there would have been even more 
students on/above grade level if we were able to continue through the 
spring and take the last diagnostic.  Both of us were noticing students using 
the language in each other’s groups and that showed us that students were 
able to transfer their knowledge of text features into other areas.  We both 
noted that our groups were very engaged in the topics that were presented 
with the articles. 
 
The challenge we faced was more in the beginning of the year trying to get 
our routine in place.  At first the RTA teacher was in my room during small 
group time and with both of us in teaching in the room we were distracted 
and there was not enough space.  So the RTA teacher took a small group 
each day to her classroom and it worked out much better and she could 
really focus on teaching them without distracting me or other students in 
the classroom.   
 
Ideas for next year 
I plan on using the Scholastic News articles in my small groups for next 
year along with having students log into the website and play the interactive 
instructional games to help further their understanding.  This was 
something we didn’t get to do a whole lot and the students loved it so I 
want to plan on building more time for them to do that.    
 
I also plan on using the Astronauts from Space read alouds again as well.  
One idea I had for my class to do was write letters to the astronauts.  I had 
inquired about addresses from the websites, however I did not get a 
response.  I plan on being more persistent in finding those for next year.  
For my Primary Talent Pool group, I also hope to be able to finish student’s 
research they started this year.   
 
I am also planning on keeping a nonfiction reading basket available for 
students to read during their free time/centers.  The reading materials will 
be books, magazines, information/fact cards, brochures of places, etc.  I 
have noticed that a lot of students tend to flock to these kinds of texts and 
that helps keep them reading! 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 


