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Focus of your plan: Comprehension 
Grade Level Audience: Intermediate 

Major steps of the plan: 

The main idea of my plan was to give a chance for students to really develop reading strategies before diving 
into standards. I think it is important for students, even those in upper grade, to continue to build those 
strategies they have been working on in K-2. We are so tempted in testing grades to start hitting the standards 
hard as soon as school starts, but we need to take the time to ensure that they will have the ability to handle 
the content. 

At the beginning of this school year, I dedicated the first 2-3 weeks of school building my student’s reading 
strategies. I would have liked to spend even longer, however my district adopted a pacing guide that we had to 
stick to. I worked around it by also addressing these strategies in guided reading groups.  

My lessons were formed around the reading strategies listed below: 

- questioning 
- monitoring 
- visualizing 
- inferencing 
- summarizing 
- using prior knowledge 
- determining importance 

For each strategy, I had a lesson plan using the workshop model. I first modeled the strategy myself through a 
think aloud. For example, for visualizing I read a short passage and I told the students what picture that put in 
my mind and then I drew the picture on the board. This was all me, the students were observing and listening 
to me visualize the words that I was reading. Then, we did an example together. I read a little more of the 
passage and we worked as a class to come up with a visualization. Next, I had them work on this skill with a 
partner, and then eventually on their own. I completed this process with every strategy. 

However, this use of the strategy did not stop after the lesson was over. Whichever strategy I wanted the kids 
to work on that week, I would challenge them to use that strategy during their independent reading time. The 
students all had their personal stack of sticky notes and I would challenge them to find a place in their books 
where they would use specific strategies. This continued through the rest of the year. 

Major successes:  

The major success was that students were thinking more as they were reading. Around February we started 
Book Clubs,  and they had to have student-led discussions based on what they read. The discussions some of 
my students had blew me away, they were using our sentence stems and the vocabulary of the strategies we 
had learned. It was very impressive to see how taking the time to develop these skills affected how they were 
reading way after we learned them.  



Any challenges you faced when implementing your plan: 

As I mentioned above, it was hard to implement with the time constraint of a pacing guide. I found ways to 
work it into the schedule, however I would have loved to spend even more time working on these strategies. 
  
Ideas for next year: 

Next year, I would like to develop even more engaging lessons when teaching these strategies. I have been 
reading and researching new ideas to engage my students even more. 
 
Resources you found most helpful: 

The Reading Strategies Book: Your Everything Guide to Developing Skilled Readers by Jennifer Serravallo 

 

Comprehension Connections: Bridges to Strategic Reading by Tanny McGregor 

 

What Are the Rest of My Kids Doing?: Fostering Independence in the K-2 Reading Workshop 

by Lindsey Moses, Meridith Ogden 

 


