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FOCUS: 
  
Phonics/Phonemic Awareness 
Word Recognition  
Vocabulary  
 
GRADE LEVEL AUDIENCE: 
 
3rd grade 
 
MAJOR STEPS OF THE PLAN: 
 
We used this program to actively engage all students in word study and allowing students to stray away 
from strictly memorizing their words for a temporary time.  
 
Students were initially administered an assessment consisting of 25 age appropriate words. Assessments 
were analyzed and based on findings, students were grouped according to their different levels of 
spelling and what skills they needed more practice with.  
 
 A weekly routine was established for studying each sort.  Students would cut  words apart and sort 
them  based on the skill being assessed. Students also wrote words word sorts in their word work 
journal. On Friday’s, students were assessed and assigned their next word sort.  
 
 
MAJOR SUCCESSES:  
 
Mrs. Mills – I had a wonderful growth experience  with one student in particular.  Student A has an IEP 
and requires a reader and scribe.  I noticed that this student was understanding the skills for each sort 
with little instruction. It was like he noticed the spelling patterns and could sort words were they 
belonged.  It seemed to just click for him. Student A was making 90% on each assessment. One 
afternoon the IEP teacher came to me and said I don’t know what your doing but I can really tell that 
you are working with  this child.  His reading has improved tremendously this year.   I was so proud!   I 
explained that I was doing Words Their Way and gave credit to the program. 
 

mailto:Jerica.conley@magoffin.kyschools.us
mailto:rita.mills@martin.kyschools.us


Mrs. Jerica -- I was a HUGE fan of WTW. Immediately, my students loved being placed in groups after 
their pre-assessment. They would argue playingly of who’s turn it was to meet with me in small group. I 
also noticed a huge change in their ability to sort as the year went on. They actually wanted to figure out 
the sort strategy on their own before I met and worked with them. I saw so much growth in my two 
classes as a whole. I even had one group so intrigued and excelling, that I had to skip many sorts to 
match their ability level. I will definitely use WTW each year!   
 
CHALLENGES: 
 
Mrs. Mills – a major challenge for me was time management.  I change classes with another 3rd grade 
teacher and making WTW a priority in each class was a struggle. I always put WTW on the “back 
burner”. I finally realized how important word study was and I made myself be strict with its 
implementation. After a few weeks it f being strict with using the WTW program, students were moving 
quicker and time wasn’t an issue any longer.   
 
Mrs. Jerica -- My biggest challenge was getting parents on board. Despite all of the tactics I tried, they 
still talked about how “ridiculous” spelling was this year. After multiple conversations and meetings, I 
did have some parents support me and was able to see the growth taking place. My second challenge 
was time management. During school and planning, I still struggled with time management… especially 
make-up tests and grading.  
 
IDEAS FOR NEXT YEAR: 
 
Mrs. Mills – I am excited to start a new year out early using WTW.  I plan to incorporate it early into the 
year to work out any time management issues I might encounter.  
 
Mrs. Jerica -- I plan to already have copies and extras of my sorts before the year even begins. I also plan 
to do more parent communication to get them on board with me.    
 
RESOURCES: 
 
Teachers Pay Teachers website 
WTW books (red, green, yellow and blue) 
Pinterest.com 
 


