
In the upper grades, mentor sentences are well-written 
sentences that show off author’s craft from books we 
are reading in the classroom. They are chosen based on 
style, language, organization, and conventions. In 
kindergarten and first grade, they are sentences that 
show the students the structure of a sentence and help 
them become readers AND writers on their own. 

Mentor sentences are a wonderful way to show students 
how writing should look, as opposed to some programs 
that fill a sentence with mistakes for the students to 
find. The idea behind mentor sentences in the upper 
grades is that students will notice all the good things 
about a sentence and use those techniques in their own 
writing. In kindergarten and first grade, we want students 
to notice that sentences are made of words that come 
in a certain order to communicate an idea. They might 
notice words they recognize, the meaning of a sentence, 
word length, capitals, and punctuation. Check out my blog
for more information.

I adapted ideas from an awesome author, former 
teacher, writing guru named Jeff Anderson. If you are 
interested, you can check out his books for more 
information and more ways to incorporate these 
sentences into your own room! 
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On the first day of mentor sentences, 
read the book to the students where 
the sentence is found. Display the 
sentence and read it to them, then read 
it together. Ask the students what they 
see or “notice” in the sentence. This might 
be number of words, number of letters in the words, 
words they recognize, capitals, punctuation, comprehension 
of the sentence… it is important to encourage them in 
whatever they notice (as long as it is correct). In the 
upper grades, I write down the things that they notice on

On the second day of mentor sentences, 
you will focus on one skill that appears in 
the week’s sentence. I have provided an 
interactive activity that would be a good 
focus. Students should glue these into a 
notebook. Unless this skill is a review, you 
will want to introduce the activity with a 
mini-lesson and possibly create an anchor 
chart together to use with the activity. 

chart paper. Depending on your class, 
this may not be necessary in 
kindergarten and first grade. Finally, 
students should practice reading the 
sentence and recognizing the words in 
the sentence. I have provided a 
cut/paste activity where students will 
read the words out of order, then cut 
them apart and put them in the 
correct order. 
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On day 3, you and the students 
will work on writing a new version 
of the sentence. I have provided a 
sentence frame in each lesson that 
you will want to display or re-write 
on chart paper. Talk about and/or 
make a list together of words 
that could possibly go in the blank(s) on the sentence 
frame, especially based on the original sentence. 

Students will demonstrate their 
understanding of the focus grammar 
skill of the week, as well as previous 
skills covered. There is a short quiz that 
is very similar to the activity from Day 
2. This could be used for a grade or to 
see who needs extra support with the 
skill. 

On day 4, students should use the 
ideas you compiled on day 3 to write 
their own sentence on the imitation 
activity, as well as illustrate their 
sentence. I have provided two options 
for you to choose from based on your 
writers. These pages would make a 
great class book, so I have also included 
class book title pages for each lesson 
that you can use. Laminate and bind

the pages to create durable class books that the 
students can read over and over again!
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The Kissing Hand
by Audrey Penn

If You Take a Mouse to School
by Laura Numeroff

Poppleton: Neighbors
by Cythia Rylant

Memoirs of a Goldfish
by Devin Scillian

The Relatives Came
by Cynthia Rylant

Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay Up Late!
by Mo Willems

The Important Book
by Margaret Wise Brown

Curious George
by H.A. Rey

Goldilocks and the Three Bears
retold by James Marshall (or any version)

Skippyjon Jones in the Doghouse
by Judy Schachner
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Show the sentence after you 
have read the book. What do the students notice? Talk 
about whatever they share – could be words they 
recognize, capital letter, period, etc. Some ideas of 
questions you might ask are: What is the sentence about? 
How many words are in this sentence? What punctuation 
does it have at the end? What kind of letter starts the 
beginning of the sentence? Which word has the most 
letters? Read the sentence several times together, 
pointing at each word. Have students complete the cut and 
paste activity to put the sentence back together. 

Focus on nouns- what 
are nouns? Make an anchor chart with three columns and 
make lists of people, places, and things mentioned in The 
Kissing Hand (people: friends, mother-even though they 
weren’t people in the book, you can talk about how they 
are people in their own life; places: school, home; things: 
books, swing, hand, toys, secret, kiss, fingers, heart), and in 
the students’ own lives. Students should list some under 
the flaps of their activity. 

Use the sentence frame 
and talk about nouns that could go in the blank. You might 
ask the students, “what or who do you like to play with?” 
Make a list of nouns the students suggest, and also write 
in your own on the sentence frame. Give students the 
Imitation Page and allow them to rewrite the sentence 
using their own word (could be from the list you made 
together or their own) and then illustrate the sentence. 

The Kissing Hand
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Name:||||||||||||||||||||||         
Cut out the words. 
Glue them in order.

The Kissing Hand

want withtoplay

friends. Imy
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The Kissing Hand

Cut out the flap activity.
Glue it in your notebook.
Write examples of the nouns.

no
un
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people

places

things
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Name:||||||||||||||||||||||         
The Kissing Hand Imitation

I want to play with    

Draw a picture of your sentence.

my                    . 

Trace the words and finish the sentence. 
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Name:||||||||||||||||||||||         
The Kissing Hand Imitation

Draw a picture of your sentence.

I want to play with my __________.

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||
||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||



people places things

mother
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Name:||||||||||||||||||||||         
The Kissing Hand

Sort the nouns by writing them in the correct box.

mother      hand       heart      
school      friends     home
books       store     student



people places things

mother
friends
student

school
home
store

hand
heart
books
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Answer Key 
The Kissing Hand

Sort the nouns by writing them in the correct box.

mother      hand       heart      
school      friends     home
books       store     student
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